
Eighth Grade United States History  
 

Mr. Kopper 
Room 304 
kopper@kosd.org 
412-571-6000 ext. 2304 
 
This course covers the history of the United States from the events leading up to the Civil War to the opening 
of the Panama Canal in 1914.  This year we will be using the Holt, Rheinhart and Winston text United States 
History: Beginnings to 1914.   We will use other supplemental reading materials where appropriate. Our study 
of history will be based on a series of themes that will help us understand who we are as citizens of the United 
States and how our country developed into the nation that it is today.   
 
 
All students are expected to: 

 Come to class on time and prepared – agenda book, paper, pencil or pen. 

 Participate in class discussions and activities. 

 After being absent obtain missed assignments from the assignment drawer 

 Complete assignments on time and in a neat and orderly fashion. 

 Seek additional help from the teacher when you need it!!!   

 Behave  
 
 
Skills: 

 Organizational skills will be emphasized including the use of the agenda book. 

 Computer and internet research skills. 

 Public speaking skills 

 Group work. 

 Writing 

 Interpreting and analyzing information gathered in and out of class. 

 Outline creation 

 Note taking. 
 
 
Content areas to be covered: 

 Industrialization in the North and the Southern Slave Society 

 The Debate over Slavery 

 The Civil War 

 Reconstruction 

 The Industrial Age 

 The Progressive spirit of reform 

 American as a world power 
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Evaluation: 

 Tests and Quizzes 

 Homework (2-3 times per week) 

 Projects  

 Class participation. 
 
 
Methods of evaluation: 

 Reading assignments with worksheets used to check for understanding. 

 Reading assignments with questions and key terms from the text used to check for understanding. 

 Internet research. 

 Oral presentations. 

 Various large and small research projects.  

 Quizzes. 

 Objective tests (multiple choice, true false, fill-in). 

 Review exercises. 

 Additional forms of evaluation developed as needed.   
 
 
Grading scale: 
 
 A = 90% -100% 
 B = 80% - 89% 
 C = 70% - 79% 
 D = 60% - 69% 
 F = less than 60%  
 
Grade weights 

 

Category Percentage of Final Grade 

Tests 50% 

Quizzes 20% 

Projects 10% 

Homework 10% 

Class Participation 10% 

Total 100% 

 
 
Late Work: 

 
TURN IN YOUR ASSIGNMENTS ON TIME. Students are expected to turn assignments in on the set due 
date. Homework assignments may be handed in 1 day late for half (50%) credit.  
 
 

Our Mission 
 
The Keystone Oaks School District's mission is to provide a safe learning environment that prepares critical 
thinkers to become responsible and productive members of society. 


